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A bird s-eyaaen of 2 prapased

andin dar Winn
asdesgnad by Unversity of Mantaba architect ure grad Vivek Menan. Baaw the raundabaut 1s an
undsrgraund mall with parkng.

EXTREME
MAKEOVER

Architecture students redesign city’s higgest problem areas

By Mary Agnes Wakh

OME of the coolest and mosL crealive plans Lo revamp
Winnipeg are bomn in a lrenzied, clutered mess of stu-
dios in the Universily ol Maniloba's architecture build -
ing.

You've probably never heard of these plans, and you've proba-
bly shrugged ofTsome of the ugly buildings, wacky interseclions,
and lorsaken spaces studenis wanl la Lransform.

How aboul levelling Conlusion Corner and rebuilding iLas a
lunky neighbourhood with an TKEA? How aboul a world-class
aualic recrealion centre on Lthe Noodway? Wha il the grungy,
leaky, scary pedesirian Wwnnels under Cily Hall became a
vibrant walkway connecting lar-lung parts of the Exchange
District?

While other cities have invested millions in beautiful, some-
Limes radical architecture, Winnipeg has lagged behind.

Bul there are signs il might be catching up, according Lo David
Wiwy. dean of the architecture facully. The glassy Millennium
Library, the Esplanade Riel and the burgeoning debate over
whal kind o suburb should be builtin Waverley West has
Lurned people's auention Lo good design, arguably for the lirst
Limesince the Lurn of the last century.

The U ol M's would-be architects are guiely nudging thal
shil. The Free Press has chosen some of their most inventive
design projects — five among hundreds — Lo highlight.

GONFUSION GORNER:
AN URBAN WASTELAND

ONFUSION hrnerisn't just Vin-
mipeg's warst trafficaddity. Tt's
‘heartbreakingly wasted space nestied
nextta the third mast densely papu-
1ned urban neightaurhoad m Cans-

Everycmg curses Canfusian Car K
ner'straffic, na ane walks there, and
there are M'nnmes, evenﬂmugm'!’! "
surraunded by some of the city's mast W\"
‘happing neightaurhaods. A

Recent master s graduate Vivek henan,
naw varking far Winnipez's MCM Architects,
spenta year wandering the wasteland, ch.mmg
writh city traffic engineers and pl!vmn@u wayta
meld 8 major intersection with an infill neightaurhoad that could better cannect
Ostarne Village with Lard Ratert and Riverview.

Menan dkin't necessarily want ta fix the canfusian, thaugh, which has became
ane af Winnipez's slmast grudgingly belaved quirks. Instead, the crazy carner
‘tecame the theme of 8 new neighbaurhaad.

Menan szttled an 8 mundsbaut with a 14 starey affice tawer in the centre.
Belamunundergmund mall with parking, and sround the circk isacluster of
suchasan [KEA snd an
Nearbyua iz busdzpunhannmlmrnes arapid-transit lime planwzdmmugh
the interszetian

Towmhauss s and mived-use ‘Puikings — that'saffices ar shapsan the main
fhaar and spartments ar canda s sbave — wauld fan autinta the neightaurhaed
fram the trafficcircle, nixed with parks and bike paths.

“Tt'snat aformal grid pattern and it still heeps same of the character, ” ssid
Menan. “Tt's sartaf 8 mare cantralled canfusion.”

Menm scknawledge s it wauld take a lifetime ta averhaul Oanfugian Carner.
Butif the city atlesst built the nundabaut, using land it sineady avms, that
cauld be the catalyst thatcrestes anew uelghbaurhoud
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